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Jimmy Stanton’s country and city
dwellings are more alike than one
might expect for homes with such
disparate purposes. Mamely, bath
are outfitted entirely in neutrals—
maostly rich, warm grays and
khakis—shades that Stanton de-
scribes as comfartable colors., “|
like all neutrals with pops of
color” he axplains. "It's modern,
but it still has that really relaxed
feel.” 5till, each home has its
unigue grace notes. Where his
Madison, Georgia, house leans
soft and traditional, his condo at
Westside Provisions Is much more
graphic and modern, with well-
placed punches of bright color.
For the living room mantel in
Madison, opposite, Stanton se-
lected a circa-1880 ojl portrait—
coincidentally, from the same era
gs the home's first addition. In At-
lanta, a Helen Durant painting
‘over the roomy leather club sofa,
~ part of the artist's new wolf series,
~ adds whimsy tothe living space.
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Thi Madison house caught fire in
the labe G0 and the back of it
Burned, causingihe wood o pel-
rify and, courderintuithely, ren
charing it ar ayuen giranger
girseiuirg than baefore. Stantan's
renowations to the extarior In-
cluded 1l adelilian af a tn real
as wall as an olc-style whita pickal
fence surounding the nrn-pe-';.'y. in
true srnadl tewn loerm, evary axbe-
riee changa mace to a hamae in
Madizon=—no maiter how ncon-
spicudEs—mush go threugh tha
approval of the local historical so-
clety.

In the Atlanta home, colorful pil-
lows and art add pop, while an ac-
cessible terrace leads the way 1o
amazing city views, especially at
night. In Madison, a fully stocked
bar, inspired by that of an old ship
and built from reclaimed wood, is
prime for entertaining—or just wil-
ing away a lazy spring evening.
Apothecary boftles line the man-
tels and ample references to na-
ture, such as a vintage hird study
chart, abound. epposite In Madi-
s5on, a spacious hallway connects
the home's main rooms.
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feft Stanton warmed up a
bare entry wall In his West-
side condominium by in-
stalling a free-standing
fireplace, sourced from Di-
reect Furniture in Atlanta,
The equine photography is
by artist Ray Hartl, repre-
sented at Stanton’s shop.
right The designer keeps
hundreds of magazines
stowed In an old trunk in
Madison, but back in At-
lanta, most of his books
have found a permangnt
home thanks to reomy
shelving in the living room.
"We loohked at a larger
unit, considerng all my
books—because | have to
hawve them—but they
ended up fitting perfectly
here," he says.

I A CITY WHERE COMMUTES CAN STRETCH INTO HOURS and
schedules are appointed to the minute, it’s easy to get lost in the flurry
of daily life. Bur among the here, there and everywhere, for many, re-
mains a constant craving; the clean, quiet, soul-replenishing respite of
a small town'’s charms.

Jimmy Stanton is cne such man constantly on the move, managing
his shop, design clients and frequent showhouses with remarkable fi-
nesse. Those familiar with the designer’s enormously successful West-
side boutique, Stantan Home Furnishings, recognize his knack for
re-imagining cast-off objects while curating an inventory that com-
prises the best of the old and new

So it may come as no surprise that the country house he and Patrick
Greco share in Madison, Georgia, was just as much a labor of love, Th(:)r
bought the home three years ago and have put in as much time fixing
it up—rewiring the electrical system, overhauling the kitchen and ex-
ploring its many forgotten nooks and crannies—as they have fashion-
ing a classic and comfortable scheme that honors the home’s splendid

sense of history.

“We kept finding things like the window above the front door, which
was completely painted over,” Stanton recalls. “We just started scrap-
ing and, once we punched through, everything instantly looked so much
bigger and brighter.”

Built in 1818, the home is the oldest brick structure in town, and
comes with a long and checkered history of owners, additions and
mishaps, including a fire in the late 1960s. But it has withstood the test
of time, and its many unique architectural features—such as staggered
ceiling heights and intricate mantels—are proof positive. And the liv-
ing room, with its soaring 11-foot ceiling, deep khaki walls and bounti-
ful textures, is inherently calming. “There’s just something about this
room,” Stanton says. “You get here and you sit down, and you instantly
relax, It's wonderful ”

Located just an hour’s drive from the big city, Madison is not too far
off the beaten path, but remote enough to make it a wonderful discov-
ery. "My parents live on Lake Oconee at Reynolds Plantarion,” explains
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Stanton, “and on the way to visit them one weekend, we drove through
Madison. We immediately thought, ‘this is incredible ™ With Athens
and Reynolds Plantation—and, in turn, The National and The Ritz-
Carlton—a convenient 30 minutes away, it was easy to fall head over
heels. And because neither Stanton nor Greco work on Mondays,
Madison is their favorite place to spend long weekends—their Cli-
huahua pup, Terry, ever in tow.

In fact, Stanton describes it as a place where time stands still. “Ovr
cell phones don’t work well, and since we're right on the square, we can
walk to all the restaurants, shop at the interiors market and pass by the
old graveyard. There are so many wonderful old things to see; we sort
of just get up and have our coffee and go”

The slow pace of things is a nice contrast to their life back in At-
lanta, one that couldn’t be more urbane. The two live, work and play in
the burgeoning Westside, walking to many of their favorite restau-
rants—among them Abattoir, JCT Kitchen and West Egg Café—and
arriving at work in as few as five minutes. And though their Madison

home is the perfect embodiment of the Stanton aesthetic—cozy, inti-
mate and replete with meaningful objects—the couple’s two-bedroom
condominium at Westside Provisions, which they moved into just six
months ago, demonstrates how the same items can skew sleek and
modern.

Here, Stanton’s telltale pieces and palette gain an edge thanks to
cool touches like a mod freestanding fireplace in the entryway, a rich
black guest bathroom, and a vibrantly colored Hudson’s Bay blanket
tempering the dark gray walls of the master bedroom. A smart floor
plan and sleek kitchen are just a few of the perks their city space offers,
but without all the surplus of their former Atlanta home. Even the mas-
ter bath, outfitted with subway tiled marble and espresso-toned cabi-
nets, was a breath of fresh air.

“We had just finished doing the bathrooms in Madison. and it can
be a nightmare working on old houses,” says Stanton, “When we walled
inand saw how nice it was, we said, “This is perfect, we're ready to move
in"" And so it happened; in just one week, they did. Sez Resousces, pacx of soox.
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Whills the chjects Starvion se
kectad for his Madison homa ra-
fNect the westharad, untamed
Suroundings. 1hose in his Atlarta
condominium raad @6 clean amd
crigp. Yol nowry all of tham wens
sourcid through Steaton Home

fiy of this talented designar's ays
for style, In Atlanda, he painted
#verything in the kitchon—cals-
nats, walls, cailing Inchided —ana
sodt. serene shade of gray,

i praife The only thing left intact
Iz the: ariginal kitchen warne Bhs al-
Featy-gorpeous wood floors, For
tha rast af the design tranaforma-
thar, Startan called vpon the ax-
partise of Atanta deslgner Jamio
McPhgrson, of Hearil & Home In
lerlors, who helped selact ale-
mants =uch as a girang lron
windaw, Viking apaliafnces and
the wood paneling spanning the
witlls, Stmnton added Aistic swh-
maring kghis as unexpacted osll-
Ing fiatures, thilr crockly pating
Slaying up the rasm's othar rch
textures. “We'va got the sLipar-
fancy kibchen, buf we don't cook”
Stanten [nughs. “We 1ell gsaple it
makes v best Diglommes!™ &n an-
ligjue hutch, &l right, stores
kitchen essentials

Furnishings, revealing ik werastil-

teft I havva o many collectiarns,
and consideding owr imited spacs
In Rhee city, [t was nice 16 have a
plzce to pud afl of them in Madi-
san" Stanton notes, "1 have bag
cabinets full of black-and-white
poitery, ponselain and pawtee”
tefom In the master bathroam in
e city, & repuposad 4 entific
=cale serees 88 8 clovar container
Tar a pair of succulerts, Mean-:
while, the condominium's den,
above and below, sarmed the cur-
oS addition of a Sincalk Dina
slgn,
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opposite The colors of the blanket
an the master bed in the city may
look straight out of the groowvy
*10s, but they harken back to a
couple centuries befare that. In
the 1770s, Stanton exalains, fish-
ermen would trade these tradi-
tienal wool blankets to Native
Americans in exchange for furs
and other goods. Herg, its vivid
stripes help temper the deep gray
walls and the rustic touches found
throughout the space, Rugged
platform bed, Stanton Home Fur-
nishings.
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apuranife Thie calonm of the blanke
an the masier bad in tha clbty may
ook strakght out of the groowy
FOE, but hay harken Back te &
couple cemturlas bafare that. In
the 1770s, Starton explains, fish-
arman veeald irode thase tradl-
tional woal blankats i Hatlve
Americars in exchange for fums
and ather geods. Hare, |ts wivid
siripes halp temper the deep gray
wlle ard the rustic touches faund
threughet the space. Rugged
platform sad, Starton Home Fur-
niskings.

Altheugh Stamcn had & Weasies
trowe of imvermtary avallable to fur
nish both hames, ha tock the op-
portunity b incarparate & few
unigue helrlooms into tha schama,
as well. In Mad=on, some of the
special piaces Inhadted fram his
grandmother include an owval mir
rar over the bed in the master
hedrac, Sharatan-slyla chairs
with original crewelwork fabric
ard & drop-leaf tabie in the dining
raam. Thrasghodt 1ha s, b
has created stylish vignedies and
groupings of colections.
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clockwise from tap left The master
bedroom in Madison is classically
simple, just as you'd expect for a
space that Stanton describes as a
“forever home." The old tub was
original to the Madison house
when the couple purchased it, but
that's all that remains intact in the
master bath. Several pleces culled
from Stanton Home Furnishings,
from pressed botanicals to a
handwoven rug, help to warm up
the space, taking it from basic to
brilliant. In Atlanta, the guest bath-
room packs maximum impact
thanks to inky black walls, subma-
rine-light sconces and artwork by
Todd Murphy, available through
Astolfi Art. In the same unit, the
master bathroom is at once sleek
and cozy, an inviting hide bench
helping to enhance this effect.
The accents Stanton selected for
his master bedroom in Madison
give the impression that he's lived
there much longer than his three
years.

left At Westside Provisions, an
intimate terrace has more than
enough space for soaking up
the spring weather, *We for-
merly had such a big house in
Atlanta, and it was just the two
of us,” Stanton says. “Both of
us work so late, and we
wanted a comfortable space to
come home to”

editorial

‘ [The Reynolds Group Ine.] [“M'w.thereynoldsgrc-upinc.com]




